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were marked by a series of sanguinary encounters,
beginning with the Cronstadt revolt. This revolt gave
the signal for other military and naval mutinies at
Sebastopol and elsewhere; the Volga region and others
were the theatre of agrarian disorders and anti-Jewish
pogroms. These disturbances were particularly violent
in the Baltic provinces, where they assumed the character
of a veritable Jacquerie, and, finally, in the month of
December, came the armed insurrection of Moscow,
which could only be suppressed with the aid of regi-
ments of the guard from St. Petersburg and at the cost
of great bloodshed.
The effect of all these happenings was to weaken con-
siderably the position of Count Witte, whose influence
was at the same time being undermined'systematically
by a member of his cabinet, M. Dournovo, Minister of
the Interior, one of the bureaucrats to whom he had
been forced to have recourse, on account of the defection
of the liberals.   M. Dournovo had long been a func-
tionary in the police service and was quite as unscrupulous
as he was ambitious;   but, on the other hand, he was
endowed   with   remarkable   intelligence   and   energy.
He was backed by the famous General Trepoff, the all-
powerful chief of police during the period which pre-
ceded the promulgation of the Manifesto of October 30th,
and, at the time with which we are now concerned,
prefect of the Imperial palaces, a position which brought
him in daily contact with the Emperor and enabled him
to play upon his sovereign's prejudice and indecision,
But  that  which  gave to  M. Dournovo  still greater
strength was the protection   accorded to him   by the
Czarina, whose reactionary tendencies were no secret
Thanks to all these circumstances, M. Dournovo, whc
liad now become the soul of the reactionary   party